
Mission Oaks Recreation and Park District  
November 14, 2023, Advisory Board of Directors Regular Meeting Minutes 

Call to Order: 6:01 p.m. by Chair Pati Brown Todd.  

Pledge of Allegiance:  Announced by Chair Pati Brown Todd. 

Roll Call:  
MORPD Directors Present: Brown Todd, Bannister, Rothberg, and Evans. 

MORPD Directors Absent: Director Alcalay. 

MORPD Staff Present:  Barton, Hichborn, Curtola, Friedrich, Woodland, and Hawthrone. 

Public Present:   Cheyanne Cook. 

Chairperson’s Comments: Brown Todd thanks staff for a great Spooktacular Halloween event and for 
Directors who attended the event. Brown Todd also thanks staff who led and 
attended the Park Tour.  

Board Comments/Discussion: Director Rothberg seconds Brown Todd's comments. Director Rothberg 
thanks Barton for engaging with teens playing cricket at EOP and starting a 
conversation about getting cricket established in District parks.   

Announcement by Chairperson: Members of the public may address the Board on District topics not listed on 
this agenda. It is a violation of state law for the Board to discuss or act on non-agenda items. Board members may 
only briefly ask clarifying questions or refer matters to staff. Speakers are limited to three (3) minutes. 

Public Comment: Hawthrone reads a letter submission by Leonie Rannie: Rannie is concerned 
that the senior Friday Dance at Gibbons Community Center will be canceled 
due to low attendance and wants staff to do more marketing and bring 
awareness to the class. 

Consent: 
1. Approval of October 10, 2023, Regular Board Meeting Minutes.
2. Mission Oaks Recreation and Park District Park Patrol Reports for October 2023 from Fulton El Camino

Police, Sacramento County Sheriff Off Duty Patrol, and Tiger Security.
3. Monthly Budget Reports, September 1-30, Period 3, FY 2023-24.
4. Administrative Division Report.
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5. Recreation Division Report.
6. Parks Division Report.
7. Staff Work Plans.

ACTION: After discussion, on a motion by Director Evans, seconded by Director Rothberg, the Advisory
Board of Directors voted to approve all consent items. A roll call vote was taken.

AYES: Brown Todd, Bannister Rothberg, and Evans.
NOES: 0
ABSENT: Alcalay
ABSTAIN: 0

Information/Reports/Presentation: 
8. District Administrators Report.

• Recreation Report. (verbal)
• Parks Report. (verbal)

Barton states that there will be an emPOWERment park meeting on Wednesday, November 15. Barton notes that 
KYA Group has a new director who is helping push project plans forward.  

Barton notes that staff will bring three new policies on smoking, e-bikes, and drones to the Personnel Policy 
Committee. 

Curtola states several recreation updates including, the Walk with Friends program being completely full with 
attendees, the 15th annual Spooktacular having around 400-500 attendees, the Thanksgiving Luncheon at GCC 
having 50 people in attendance, MOTAB assisting with Spooktacular and the future Letters to Santa program, and 
Elementary/Intermediate basketball up and running with 250 participants. 

Hichborn notes updates being made to the District including the HVAC relocation at Gibbons being finalized, the 
new thermostats installed in all district buildings, staff awaiting the pickleball sound screens to be delivered so 
they can be installed, needing to update irrigation at Windemere Park and other fall renovations such as aerating 
and spraying fields.  

Director Rothberg states that he has noticed lots of smoking in MORPD parks and questions staff if there are signs 
in parks that state smoking isn’t allowed. Hichborn notes that the district doesn’t have a policy against smoking. 

Discussion: 
9. Discuss Arden Little League's request to install batting cages at Valley Oak Park. *
Curtola states that Arden Little League wants more space to build an additional batting cage. Curtola states that
MORPD will not be adding more land to the park to allow for a second batting cage and notes that before ALL
could potentially begin the process of building the second batting cage, they would have to bring it into compliance.
Curtola mentions that ALL has stated they are willing to pay for all updates and costs having to do with the current
batting cage and the hypothetical second cage. Curtola notes this discussion item was not brought to the Board by
staff but at the request of ALL.

Public Comment Opens: 
Hawthrone reads a letter submission by Craig Gifford: Gifford is concerned that Arden Little League will 

be allowed to install a second batting cage which would take even more space away from neighborhood parkgoers. 
Gifford states that ALL has already been allowed to outgrow their rental agreement boundaries by leaving 
equipment year-round, installing storage units not kept within field lines, and practicing at all hours of the day and 
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night. Gifford notes that the current batting cage is open and available for use 24-7, 365 but if it is only for ALL 
then the nets should be taken down in the off-season. Gifford states that neighbors of the park feel that they have 
been pushed aside and given less availability to use the labeled “Neighborhood Park” due to ALL. 

Cook shares a PowerPoint and explains that 450 families participate in Arden Little League, with home 
games held at Valley Oak Park, and that there is a large desire from participants to get a second batting cage. 
Cook notes that since there is only one batting cage all children are waiting in long lines and it causes a bottleneck 
around the area. This is why the second batting cage would go on the other side of the park to cut down the noise 
congestion on one side. Cook states that for the second cage to fit one of the fences would need to be moved several 
feet and it would be replacing the bullpen for catchers. Cook shows a diagram of the fields. Cook shares a map of 
ALL families within the MORPD boundaries and notes that 47% of ALL participants live within MORPD 
boundaries. 

Public Comment Closes. 

Directors Brown Todd and Evans question if the current batting cage is open 24-7, 365, and if not is it locked. Staff 
notes that the batting cages aren’t locked, however, the park does close at dusk, is locked every night by security, 
and there aren’t lights on the fields. 

Barton questions if there will be any trees removed since a fence needs to be moved. Cook states no trees will be 
removed. Barton wants it noted that it has been stated and confirmed no trees will be removed.  

Director Rothberg questions if the batting cage is a year-round batting cage and when Little League season occurs. 
Cook notes that Little League season starts in February/March and ends on Memorial Day, with specific leagues 
continuing until fall. Cook mentions that the batting cage is open year-round to the public unless previously 
reserved by ALL.  

Director Evans questions if there is a pitching machine in the batting cage. Cook states that ALL brings in pitching 
machines but removes them when Little League is not using them and stores them in the storage room onsite. 

Director Evans recommends this item be moved to a Facilities Meeting for further discussion. Board members 
agree. 

Action: None. 
Staff Comments/Reports:  Barton notes that he plans to hold Committee meetings in place of the December 
Advisory Board meeting and then continue Advisory Board meetings in the new year. 

Next Regular Meeting: Tuesday, January 9, 2024, at 5:30 p.m. As of the date of this notice, social distancing 
measures are in effect due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Parties interested in participating in the public hearing 
should visit the District's website at https://www.morpd.com/advisory-board-meetings for current information on 
how to provide public comment. 

Adjourn: 6:58 p.m. _______________________________________ January 9, 2024 
Shayne Hawthrone, Clerk of Board       Date 
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