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STAFF REPORT

/\/
DATE: July 31, 2026 MISSION OAKS

RECREATION & PARK DISTRICT
TO: MORPD Advisory Board of Directors

FROM: J.R. Hichborn, Parks Superintendent

SUBJECT: MORPD Park Patrol Reports for June/July 2026 from Sacramento County
Sheriff Off-Duty Patrol

SECURITY SERVICES PATROL REPORTS:

e Sacramento County Sheriff (Off Duty program)- is currently working Friday nights
and Saturday mornings. The assigned officer checks in with the Parks Superintendent
each week before their Friday shift begins.

o The incidents that occurred while patrolling MORPD Parks are listed in the
June/July Sheriff patrol reports. (Attachment A).




Attachment A

STAFF REPORT

/\/
DATE: July 31, 2026 MISSION OAKS

RECREATION & PARK DISTRICT
TO: MORPD Advisory Board of Directors
FROM: J.R. Hichborn, Parks Superintendent

SUBJECT: Sacramento Sheriff Off-Duty Patrol for June/July 2026

06-03-2026 (Wednesday) Pheasant:
Ashton Park: Only two people in the park this morning. Both had their dogs on leash.

Eastern Oak Park: The pickleball courts were busy as usual. Otherwise, there were very few
people in the park today.

Gibbons Park: On my way to Swanston Park, I did a quick check of Gibbons Park but there
were no suspicious subjects or vehicles. I also made Gibbons Park my last stop of the shift.
There weren’t very many people in the park, probably due to the heat. The pickleball courts
were busy.

Mission North Park: After walking the perimeter of the park, I monitored traffic at the 4-way
stop sign at Mission and North. No violations were observed, and traffic was light.

Sierra Oaks Park: A vehicle with a male subject behind the wheel parked in front of the
tennis courts drove off as I arrived to the area and before I could make contact. I was able to
run the plate and found it expired in 2024 but no warrants were associated with it. I believe
he thought it best not to be hanging around a park/school area with law enforcement present.

Swanston Park: Due to past problems with transient camping inside the park, Swanston was
my first stop (Approximately 0655 hrs.). I contacted one transient with his belongings, sleeping
on the covered picnic bench near the basketball courts and advised him that camping was
prohibited in the park. He immediately collected his things and left the park. I walked the
perimeter but didn’t see any more evidence of prohibited activity.



My second visit to Swanston was around 1115 hrs. There was a lot of activity and kids playing
in the water park and enjoying the playground. No issues were observed and none expressed
by park staff inside the office.

Valley Oak Park: No activity at the park today. Two unsecured doors on the main building
were reported to JR.

06-08-2026 (Monday) Brown:
There was nothing much to report today in regard to the parks. There were not a lot of patrons
at the parks today.

Orville Wright Park: There was a patrol call near Orville Wright Park at the school. A staff
member called regarding two suspicious subjects who had set off an alarm and appeared to
be in one of the buildings. Patrol responded and contacted a subject who said his company
own the school.

Swanston Park: | warned a patron at Swanston Park regarding the leash law.

Shelfield Park: [ warned a patron at Shelfield Park regarding the leash law.

06-19-2026 (Friday) Brown:

All was pretty quiet today. The parks were busy with patrons picnicking and hanging out.
There were a lot of kids probably due to school being out. There were no other issues to
report.

Swanston Park: I was waved down by a patron at Swanston Park regarding two juveniles
smoking weed. I approached the juveniles and had them leave immediately.

Windemere Park: | had to warn one patron at Windemere Park to put his dog on a leash.

06-24-2026 (Wednesday) Pheasant:

Ashton Park: Lots of kids with parents participating in some kind of organized event and the
tennis/pickle ball court was busy. No indication of transient or suspicious activities or
subjects.

Eastern Oak Park: The dog run area was the busiest activity in the park today. All areas
checked clear of any suspicious subjects.

Gibbons Park: A large number of junior day campers were enjoying the park as well as
families. The Park checked clear of any suspicious activities or subjects. I did have a wave-
down from one of the camp counselors who stated that one of the other counselors had a
bicycle stolen from the park yesterday (June 24) and that there was video footage although a
description of the thief was vague. [ advised him to make an online report using the
Sacsheriff.com website which is a quick way to report the crime. He appreciated the
information and would follow through.

Mission North Park: There was an email from a citizen sent to the MOPARK Patrol email
concerning some young males that were failing to stop at the stop sign at Mission and North.
He reported that these were occurring during the evening (dusk) hours. I responded via email
to the complaint and provided some options for him to report such activity to result in more
timely response from SSO and/or CHP. | walked the perimeter of the park. At the south-east
corner of the park, there was a scent of marijuana in the air, and I suspected the individual
sitting on a bench in that area was the source although, when I approached, I didn’t see or
smell it any longer but, he had the opportunity to stop when he saw me a distance away. I
advised the 20ish year old that smoking weed in any park is prohibited. He acknowledged it
and I moved on. SSO responded to a transient who was hanging around in the park
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yesterday. Eventually, he parked himself inside the men’s restroom which prevented children
from using it. SSO deputies were able to move him out of the park. I looked for this individual
to make sure he wasn’t in other more remote areas of the park but did not see him.

Due to the earlier complaint of cars failing to stop at the 4-way stop at Mission and North, I
parked off the intersection to monitor traffic for about 10 minutes. I didn’t see any violations
that justified a vehicle stop.

Shelfield Park: During the past several days, a known transient has been reported to be
yelling and cussing at people round the Shelfield Park area requiring SSO response (EN# 26-
190378 / 26-190462). This individual and his small dog have been known to sleep in several
Mission Oaks parks including Ashton Park and have been contacted by Sheriff’s deputies on
several occasions. My first stop was at Shelfield this morning. MOPARK maintenance crews
were washing down the play structures and there were no signs of the subject.

Swanston Park: A few regular groups of people were in the park and a youth day camp
enjoying the playground. It was quiet and no issues were reported by the MOPARK office staff.

Valley Oak Park: A large group of youths (day camp?) were playing on the baseball field. No
dogs were inside the park, and no suspicious subjects or activities were observed.

07-08-2026 (Wednesday) Pheasant:

Ashton Park: Numerous dog owners were walking their pets in the park. One had three large
dogs off leash, and he had to call them several times to return to him after he saw me enter
the parking lot. He had them on leash by the time I reached him. I admonished him and
explained that the dogs must always be on leash inside Mission Oaks parks or owners could
be cited. I also advised him that Eastern Oak Park has a dog run area where dogs can run
off leash. He apologized and said he will comply in the future.

Eastern Oak Park: Other than the usual Pickle-Ball players, the park was very quiet.

Gibbons Park: One large dog was running around off leash. I contacted the owner who stated
that she was performing some training exercises with her Doberman. She apologized and
placed a leash on her dog.

Mission North Park: Lots of kids with a group of day camp counselors having a great time.
I walked the park and there were no suspicious subjects or unusual activities observed. I
monitored the intersection of Mission and North at the 4-way stop. I stopped one vehicle for
failing to yield the right-of-way to a pedestrian crossing Mission. The elderly female driver
was issued a verbal advisement that once a pedestrian steps off the curb, the street belongs
to them until they are across. She fully understood.

Oroville Wright Park: One owner had his dog off leash while MOPARK maintenance
employees were mowing. I advised the owner, and he immediately leashed up his pet.

Shelfield Park: There was no sign of Michael Wehe who was hanging around this park yelling
and cursing at people a few weeks ago. One local resident walking by was familiar with the
past incidents with WeHe and stated that he has not been seen in the area for a while.

Sierra Oaks Park: As | approached there was a transient on a bike digging through trash in
front of a residence adjacent to the park. I contacted him and advised him that it was a
violation of California Penal Code Section 496e to scavenge recycled materials from curbside
bins. He immediately replaced all he had removed and rode off. Certainly, the park was his
next stop.



Swanston Park: My first early morning stop was at Swanston Park. As [ walked into the area,
one transient male on a bike who I heard call out to a nearby female jogger then noticed me
and immediately left the area. I walked the park and around the admin bldg. but, there were
no signs of overnight campers or any evidence of transient activity. I submitted an extra
patrol request for Swanston Park to mitigate the problems they are having with unauthorized
food vendors selling on park property in the afternoons. This notifies patrol deputies to visit
the park, as available, to advise these vendors to move off park property under SCC 9.36.053
or be issued a PC 602 trespass notice. This request will be active through August.

Valley Oak Park: The Park was void of any people. I walked through the arboretum and the
perimeter of the park which all checked clear. I also checked the park building doors and
snack bar and all were secure. Restroom doors were unlocked.

07-13-2026 (Monday) Brown:
I patrolled all the parks during my shift. Most of the big parks were very busy with kids and
adults. All patrons that I observed with dogs were compliant with the leash law.

Swanston Park: [ observed three subjects at Swanston Park smoking marijuana. I advised
the subjects to leave the park. I told them they would be cited if I observed them smoking
again. The subjects apologized and left without incident. The subjects were two black males
with a slender build and a heavy-set white male. They were sitting on the bench closest to
the office.

07-25-2026 (Saturday) Pheasant:
Ashton Park: Only two people with leashed dogs walking the perimeter of the soccer field.

Eastern Oak Park: Pickle ball and basketball courts were busy as usual. No unusual
activities.

Gibbons Park: By far the busiest park. Many families playing volleyball, toddler day care and
on the play structures. Several parents commented that they appreciated seeing SSO at the
park but, no issues were reported.

Mission North Park: [ walked the perimeter of the park and met with several citizens walking
by. One elderly gentleman advised me of a recurring problem with juveniles riding E-scooters
inside the park usually between 1500 and 1800 hours. He stated they go extremely fast and
is concerned someone will get hit. I told him that we can possibly alter a shift or two to be
present during those hours but, it would be hit and miss with the events. I also advised him
that if the problem persists, he could call the non-emergency number for SSO. However,
response might be very slow or not happen if field units are busy with calls.

Oroville Wright Park: Was void of people altogether.

Shelfield Park: | was particularly looking for Michael WeHe who was causing problems here
in the past. No sign of him or any other issues.

Swanston Park: [ started my shift at 0530 to get to some problem parks earlier than usual.
My first morning stop was at Swanston Park. There was one transient sleeping on the grass
on the west side of the park just south of the play area. I advised him that camping inside
the park was a violation that could result in a citation. He packed up his few belongings and
moved on. A second male subject was sitting on the bench near the basketball courts. He
had a large roller suitcase and backpack next to him. I conducted a welfare check, and he
advised he had been stopped at a DUI checkpoint at midnight and, due to an expired driver’s



license and vehicle registration, was relieved of his vehicle which was towed. He was waiting
until morning to call a friend to come pick him up.

Valley Oak Park: Very quiet, no people at all in the park. One person with a leashed dog was
walking around the baseball field. All doors to the snack bar and equipment rooms were
secure.

07-27-2026 (Monday) Brown:
I patrolled all parks during the shift. The bigger parks were busy with children and adults.
Everyone with pets appeared to be in compliance with the leash law.

There were no other issues to report.
Swanston Park: [ spoke with the staff at Swanston Park. The vendor in question was issued

a Notice of Trespass by patrol a couple of days ago. Hopefully, this resolves the problem.

Per staff, the vendor had been asked several times to leave but refused and had a no care
attitude with staff. He usually arrives at approximately 1500 and sets up near the water
park area in the shade. He sells food and other items. He is described as a Hispanic male.

I advised the staff if he is on the property again, he can be cited or arrested, and to notify
patrol if the Park Deputy is not working. The staff has a copy of the trespass notice.
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